
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Larry LaFond       

Department: English Language & Literature    Phone Number: (618) 650-5059 

E-mail Address: llafond@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1431 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position.  

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

None. 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    No. 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

SIUE 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This project is interdisciplinary in nature. It will involve work crossing areas of English literature, anthropology, 

religious studies, and linguistics. The URCA student chosen will work with an English professor in researching a 

study of using beads or other objects as meditative/prayer devices in a variety of religious traditions. The ultimate 

goal is to gain a deep enough understanding of the history and practices surrounding the use of these artifacts to 

produce an extended work on the findings. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

The URCA student will work closely with the faculty member, employing a variety of methods of research, data 

mining, and inquiry. The student will be a participant in the construction of completed literature review and the 

opening chapters of the extended work. 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

The URCA assistant will learn a number of clear elements of academic research--the construction of falsifiable 

hypotheses, engagement with an existing scholarly community, synthesis (or at least understanding) of variant 

approaches and ideas, and drafting of appropriate prose for a desired audience. 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Negotiable. 

 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

The ideal applicant will be a self-starter who is willing to pursue avenues of research beyond the bare minimums of 

those assigned. The applicant should also be creative and capable of independent problem solving. Those who 

seriously struggle with time management or organization would be less desirable for the position. 


